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NASA T-38 Talons that are �own by astronauts and NASA personnel line up at
Stennis International Airport.
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aerial detection surveys, ground surveys and trapping 
programs.  But the second tier efforts are expensive and 
labor-intensive, and may not provide sufficient broad-area 
coverage.  The national system will rely on the finer-scale 
efforts to confirm, validate and attribute causes of forest 
disturbances.  The national system will help direct the focus 
of the tactical tier, making their efforts more cost efficient 
and effective.
   The article indicates an ideal warning system for forest 
threats would be national in scope, automated, able to improve 
its prognostic ability with experience and would provide 
regular map updates online in familiar and accessible formats.
   Last year the team produced and assessed experimental near 
real time products for the conterminous United States. 
Plans for this year call for producing more imagery on 
a more frequent basis and providing them to the Forest 
Service and other users.  Eventually it will include a public 
open access capability.
   Since 2005, the USDA Forest Service has partnered with 
Stennis and Oak Ridge National Laboratory in Tennessee 
to develop methods for monitoring environmental threats, 
including native insects and diseases, wildfire, invasive pests 
and pathogens, tornadoes, hurricanes and hail.  The tools help 
the Forest Service’s two Environmental Threat Assessment

Centers meet a Congressional mandate to help track the health 
of the nation’s forests and rangelands.
   Spruce said they’ve been working on this EWS since the late 
fall of 2006.
   “This work was mandated through the Healthy Forest 
Restoration Act of 2003,” said Spruce.  The Eastern Forest 
Environmental Threat Center in Asheville, N.C., was 
designated the lead, and NASA was enlisted to help. 
The primary monitoring will be done in Asheville. 
				    - David Tortorano

Learn More
Want to lean more about South Mississippi's science 
and technology activities?  Visit the Mississippi 
Gulf Coast Alliance for Economic Development 
Website at www.mscoastalliance.com.  Or if you're 
interested in a particular subject, you can go directly 
to the sector site at:

www.mscoastaerospace.com
www.mscoastshipbuilding.com
www.mscoastgeospatial.com
www.mscoastadvancedmaterials.com
www.mscoastmarinescience.com
 


